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YIh  ACHTR  WIAT (A q]¥Y) AUASH Gledl TUFTHH  ATaardl
AR ARIFREEH (ATTHT FT TARA T T IAEED ATAT AT |
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TIAISHT TAFEEHT A faeqy Arfeamdl Fooia qHETaH HEeedrs gahad]
foar aMTSeT AT T AU JORHT IHIEEdT T ATharT (oo ghnarers
ATCHAT, T AT ANTHR T 1T | IRUMTH T@eT Fg<h Aedud ATGardr STasiid
THAIH! TRIBR T AT AIHREBI [qUFAT FAT <A (new awareness) SIS I+
ATATHATATS T¥RIT | AT THIET T FiEhiae [aiagarar faardl Saeiia aHaraeh]
RFRTTT SR [T TRETAATE TR TRAT | FFBRI A, HAT T qoid AT
ATEATH AT THITIH THT FFgh] AFITFATATs GIh TEHE  TRARAT
Toh [ aTedl | 9 925% T 9833 &I A=Al FY<h IACHHHT ATATHT TSI
HITE® del HEcd YIS TAT | T q_eY4 AT ATGarEl STAATage®e! AN Fgh e
=% ®T (UN Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations, 1985) < I 9R&R HT
AfEETdr SASTide®e! AT ATZTANT HeTal=T 952 (ILO Convention 169 on Indigenous
and Tribal Peoples, 1989) TIRd WAl | ¥ 93 AT [d9a ATqardl SR ARitgd
g (International Year of the World’s Indigenous Peoples) ¥ aqqts, fava sfearar
ST cTeRl arqd?u;q <% (International Decades of the World’s Indigenous People, 1995-
2004) ET9OIT AT |

T 9283 F WIAT TS ATIRAT T TUGEH Tl ARG IRTHLT T
BARAI(G T 3000 TATg 5 AT Fhed 2000/ (Resolution 2000/22) FRT ATTEaTAT
SIS Helas qraedl Fgch TEHETT T 759 [United Nations Permanent Forum
on Indigenous Issues (UN-PFII)] &7 TITIAT ATHI &1 | ATk qIT FTHINSTE (G0,
GER(, ATATERY, RIe, @R ¥ AAG AGERET [GUIHT AR T T ATHT
FRATSIET Frfrd o fauoar anfde qor amarfss 9ivag (Economic and Social
Council) T FI<h ICHLAT GO (United Nations system) @Ts Headle fad T8 dI<h
AEHATT JUMATHT ATGATAT TASANART HeTewdl THET Jagd T THEHLO IT9 T
ATTEATET TSI HETEeeb! ATCHT =[qAT SIS T AN HAD ATHUTEED] I
T ST (a&qa FEer a1 T 7o Wl B | GAh ALAYR Sod ARTATHAAT
WE AT AT AMGATET  TAASGERT 8¢ THfAHT  HEE®H!  FERTGTH AT
ASEEHTR] ASAANAR  FFed T FHAGATs  TTAHBATHT TCR ATF w1 At
TRTSEH B | E¥h a9 FIch ALY HEATAT ATHHT FF g ATGATAl ST
HEle® TFvdl Tqeh AT T §5  (UN-PFII) T aTiies FoT fasaesr &
AEwde Ueh 8ol Ui T 93] el AMGATdl STASIcdeedl edTal &7 | TqH
AR AT VO JTETHT TAMIdeE, Hia 3 TIh A Toidew (UN agencies) T

AIR-TIHNT MHIE®  (inter-governmental entities) o FEHINTAT SATSH TESA |
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TTHRU (UN-PFII) T ATE T (session) ATs FARHHT ATGATHT STASIT THITAH]
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A Ha=Te® (Mechanism) TATIAT TRUHT B | . ATGATHT STASITHT HEE® FFelea
qI<h <|b;ﬂ'u'\|q T 759 [United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UN-
PFID] <. ATTGaTAT SAASIaeh! ATTPR F¥a=l [F9w gladas (Special Rapporteur on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples) T 3. STTTGaTAT SIS ATTRR T¥a=l fas Ta= (Expert

Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples) |
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(°) AYTART ATTGATAT STAST FHIAR! FATARL TS [adT foreprdy A&y qritqert a1
ARSI FHAFH! ATATARV AHOT T |

3. gewTiTar aeRar
TqhH IACHIHRN Iod ARAATHTHAT el UN-PFII o 8<eh auel AT HiedTH 5
AT AT TF FoaTad Tag | alie GaH G5 AWLew, qIch ALdd T q

A -TREN]  GEATE®, AMGATdl ATl Fqe®, A Hoa|7] ATar  9r<
THSTHAT (academia) T FITH IS ATMYH TAT FTHINE TG (ECOSOC) I GRTHETHT
feafaar e TRORHT TRaEEd GEATNTaT SHTSH ITSaeHd | Tt FFdr 9T
fervesadr @mNT g3 AfedT g gaml YHHAT Geal T8 | UN T NGO Branch 9Td
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) ™ online registration T AT
FETTE g, | TEAT g Ffaiiae® (delegates) T TN AR Zal 9 INDICO
system (a web application) T =ga=aT TTfeweRr g |
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AT HoaA] GeARIe®d w1 HIUHA (Programme of Work) T ARIhaATCHS
a1 (Interactive Dialogues) HThd ATHT FEAIARI U9 T TaRG | H1I BIAHAAT
STerTehT STNT achleweehl FAT (Lists of Speakers) AT THSTHAT STEeherl el Taaeqsh qa
TEATIEE ANH AT T Fichd AT TRUH &5, | ANIH TAqT TEHbd! TAaeTHee
(pre-registered observers) @ Ta(AlRd agenda items A®T ATHT ITAAT T&A( faed
AT TRUH gy, | Fa&F AREew, HRIAT Y AMGardl A GSAe® T FYeh
L T EEdls ATAMTAT T dled (3375 | Yedeh axhldls 9id Usiwsl Uk JahHT 3
fHe IHT IUded TRTgwg | AARRATcHS FaTashl ATNT achleedl gl qAR GTieTeH]
gae | fAuTfRa agenda items AT aTed =Mew THAEIFEE Folhl AT GeedT TRTH T3 |
Jdh ARl YRETHT GIATHReed &1d ISR UG HISHIGIHE! deq [a=R FRHT
AT T RS | THT 3 AT a7 A% FH gA94Rd | Plenary Meetings |T J¥iceT
AT R "uar Afg THA AT AT statements Il TRTSH Afebrs | TAT TR
FLIEEATE Side events FeTAA g | ARl AT hgeAl AEATAT AT Gl
MRUH & | TR ATARTh AT FHEe® (q9aedTdl ATfeardl Afgem A1 (The Global
Indigenous Women's Gathering), feaeardt snfeardl SAfd ®&& (caucus) 5F,
AT RTeT H=T (Indigenous Craft Fair) 3Tael THT ATATSHAT T |

IUEA ¥F T FUKHEEH] HETIHTH A%l dfedl 35 Githebl ®eilae TATAl
H>ohl AILIERH AN FEATSUHT gregr | ATNGATHT A Aeb] HSAa®, ATGardr
SASid Figde® (Parliamentarians), dwh IALHUT G¥EE ¥ GUh ALH AL
TTCIETFT AT THEAC TFGTHT E7a |
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UN-PFII T I8 99 ¥~ 33 4f A9 (23rd session) 1 ART “HAfeardiged]
ATTPREFl TIh IACFLT AT H] TRYETHAT ANGATdT JaTewdl  ATarsars
s fdT  onfeardt SAeniqer  aATcATUTgeT  AfgeReT Tagd T’ ("Enhancing

Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-determination in the context of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: emphasizing the voices of Indigenous

youth.") Tgehr foram | & R0y afyer qu 2f@ % Iw (fa. & 059 F9m@ 3 3M@ q¥)
TA1ierd UN-PFII T %3 ot ATTa9ToaT ofaardl Seoid ARl dhele A
I 1. HAeRTR A9 ¥ AT e ff el afqasrer geamfrar & |

AT I ST HMFelaX #Hehl HAFIAR AT Aterqiyaare o gq fears
HUHT T FHRBIR AET TAT gdTs fdohd ANMAAHT TARMAT 99 FHT AT T I&T 9%
ATt foqdrT =AU IRAF T I9d 9T | Aiad el Gidasiel g ATARTeE
e F Ao gepar uerer e ¥ fawe avmEaer qun afed F A=ddr gar Q¥
ATTHT AT T TAGH FaLdl a7 | UNPFII %1 90 fam I#aaar sfeardr
ST ATARTATE AUH o ST AEHTNTATST [qa0l ad J&qd TRTH G -




AT G5 ST.HIMAEEL 29l qeshar

AT 92 B HEF AAHT SF AT belel [THALIAHT ATAU G FATh (e
TTereR! AT (AT garw Afea (first secretary) FET FATAIT ATHUTE AT | AU,
=A% HTMedd 5% 5 95 T f&eq Tl (AT A5gd dAlhaelar aTaeiT Heume
T A1 | A R0 ARTEAT MR FY AAREIR deqe] 6 g9 WRAT JAlh
Heed [qq dvge IThA] HeHle a9l WR Y JUTh =ATCIH TRIgRRIEdT]
HTHTE T ARIBAT FRHH ATTSTAT T (0T T AR GFI~ TRAT | AT 39 H
fa enfearsly Seenfa werew st (RvT) #1 Herafaa €9 JedE T daue o
ARIRAT FREFHH ATASHAT T A SARA AUHT (AT | AT R 1 (a8 Alhaergy
grdaT (Ambassador/Permanent Representative Permanent Mission of Nepal to the UN) RE
ol AATAH] TATAT (HART HTATATHAT [ AB(bT FHARIB! Fedi T UN Pass and 1D
office, 320 E 45" Street & UN grounds passes |ehele TAT | AGIS ETHT (ATS
ATARTRT ¥ae  galdide a1% Figd) UN-PFII 23rd session 92¥&ahl M UN
Headquarters, 405 East 42" street New York =T General Assembly Hall |T et T |
TATAH! T AR A Ffeaa H07 AATA aTHIATS Te b0l Tq FRHH A
qivh & T I8 WAT | ATGaTdl STASIid ATANTeRl 988 AEA ST, HIHa8gy
STl UN-PFII 23rd session FTIHAHT W[l WUX HOTAH] qhaTE TIHE T

Tl‘rj‘ﬂ?ﬁ | Statement on Agenda Item 5 (d): Human Rights Dialogue with the Special
Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous Peoples and Expert Mechanism on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples; annual review of progress on the implementation of general

recommendation No. 39 (2022). UN-PFII 23rd session @&l edeTdl Ms. Hindou Omarou
Ibrahim & ST f94T | Y& &aH=e T Provisional list of speakers TR @USHT

JHTALT TR T |

Afyer 3 @7 f9@Td 90 awiet@ Conference hall 6, United Nations headquarters, New
York, NY HT side event @I Panelist T AT FEANT U ATCATHl TSNS ATATHRT
qe&g HAAE S HIFderg? #¥d "Youth-Led Solution for Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs): A Side Event for International Collaboration $TS&HT J=dia fasTaT fan
| Ih ATeS THCHT Foundation for Human Horizon, USA &1 31e4&T Mr. Deelip Mhaske &
moderator &0 {HeT [MATST WUH f9dT 9= Asian Indigenous International Network T
THAHT =TERIST opening remarks & STTT foraT | 9= Remarks ¥ Panelist list afefrss
GUSHT FHEY TRUH B | ATA 3 FI AR & aolald AR FH FHRKH, ATd
e MR F9 JUATH FATET 69-08 Woodside Ave #2FL Woodside NY 11377 T
ATATSTAT bl HEHTE AT ARIBAT HIAHHAT AANTR I ST, HiAdergr Ao
THE ATIIRT TIHT ANTAAT TS0 TAHAT | FATh TR AT FHA A AR T
TRIYHNIES dId TR 99 THREIH T TH (THR dlede! Iqreafqdr a# =
Ih FEHAAT ST, A ATANTHRN I T AATddeeedl SAT TSR RIS ATh!
fdl | R Y AHRHHET AAAT ATHT GBI ART FUH WAl T THHT AT
SUER T@eT HAHAT 1. *Ears Iad THHUH! 93T |
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o ufger q¥ faeT™ wqo W FIsHTEEE fFa TIRETEIRl faHTETe TEAHEA
§% AT YA Tl T AET 4 AT q0.30 AT YRS A=Riied o
AT TR |
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Fher T FIHT T FHT IRAX T UNPFII T T5F Foared g LTl
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o fuw % &1 a7 e ~quipiead IgFa AQ FHRT ANT AITAD] TIATAT
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SLHM A FAFHAT TN g9 Fer faAuly AT JAN SRER SAHHR
TRICH | Gl faq =y gfdaly 9 Sgad e SR T FFEHEed!
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TR ¥ ASHAT FEATNT g FATTAURT | Irad @iqasre a1 faaay Amamret
TRATE TEHATHT FETINTAT SR feardl =g ATANTRl dhde dar
FATEIT SN FPIC ATIRUMH TS ATV Afeae! Jfaasd adf IR |
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GiTaaehl IR FHT U] RIS AT AT STAHINTH UNPFII BT Faileed
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ST HAeeER A9 = YO T 059 A9 Q¥ I (26 April, 2024) AT AT
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Statement on Agenda Item 5 (d)

Statement by Hon. Min Bahadur Shris,
Member, Indigenous Nationalities Commission, Nepal
at the 23" Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum of
Indigenous Issues
New York, 15-26 April 2024

Agenda Item-5d: Human rights dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the
rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of
Im/iqerkms Peoples; annual review of progress on the implementation of

general recommendation No. 39 (2022)

UNGR CR-4, Monday, 22 April 2024 1000-1800 hrs.
Time: 3 Minutes
Madam Chair,

We thank the Special Rapporteur for his informative briefing on the status of
the rights of indigenous peoples.

As a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-religious, and multi-cultural society,
“unity in diversity” has remained a defining feature of Nepali society.

The fundamental rights of the minorities, including the indigenous people,
have been ensured through the provisions of the Constitution.

Nepal has adopted various policies, set up institutions, and reformed social-
cultural norms over the years.

Proportional representation in electoral and governmental organizations is
guaranteed.

With this, the representation of the indigenous community to the Federal
Parliament of Nepal has reached 30 percent and 35 percent in local bodies.

Twenty seven percent of government service quotas are reserved for

indigenous communities. As a result, their participation in governance is
Increasing.

Two constitutional commissions are set up.
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Social protection grants including monthly cash allowance are provided to
every member of the ten indigenous groups who are on the verge of extinction.
It has contributed to the human development index and social well-being of

many indigenous communities.

We have ensured the right to education in one's native language and the right
to participate in the cultural life of their communities, preserving their

language, script, culture, cultural civilization, and heritage.

Madam Chair,

The Ci\'i! Code Act has recognized the land and property held or owned by a
community for its use as community property.

Some lndlgcnous communities have been using special privileges over the
land (Guthi) for the socio-cultural benefit of such communities.

The practice of the FPIC has been applied in some mega projects of Nepal.
As a party to the ILO Convention 169, and a signatory to the UN Declaration
on the Rights of the Indigenous People, Nepal is committed to ensuring

collective as well as individual rights of the indigenous nationalities.

Nepal observes the International Day of Indigenous Peoples every vear on
August 9. o

To conclude, Madam Chair,

Nepal stands ready to work with all the stakeholders. including Member
S.tatcs, UN entities, and indigenous communities to ensure the fundamental
rights of the indigenous people.

Thank you.
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Side event Remarks

e
1 UrlltEd Department of Economic and Social Affairs
\»ix V ” Nations | Social Inclusion

UNPFII Twenty-Third Session: 15-26 April 2024

Theme: "Enhancing Indigenous Peoples’ right to self-determination in the context of the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: emphasizing the voices of Indigenous youth”

Remarks by Dr. Min Bahadur Shris
Commissioner, Indigenous Nationalities Commission, Nepal

Title Side Event: Youth-Led Solutions for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): A Side
Event for International Collaboration

Date: Tuesday, April 23, 2024
Time: 10:00 am - 11:15 am
Location: Conference Hall 6, United Nations Headquarters, New York, NY

Distinguished speakers and delegates,

Gathered here today, we embark on a journey of profound significance, one that intertwines
the aspirations of Indigenous peoples for self-determination with the resolute spirit of youth
activism.

Today, as we celebrate the voices of Indigenous youth in their quest to enhance Indigenous
Peoples’ right to self-determination, as enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The Declaration stands as a beacon of hope, recognizing the inherent rights of Indigenous
Peoples to govern themselves, to protect their lands, and to preserve their cultures. Yet, the
realization of these rights remains elusive for many Indigenous communities around the
world.

It is within this context that the voices of Indigenous youth emerge as catalysts for change,
imbued with a passion for justice and a commitment to preserving their cultural heritage for
future generations.

As Commissioner of the Indigenous Nationalities Commission of Nepal, I am deeply
committed to fostering international collaboration in pursuit of sustainable development goals
(SDGs) through youth-led initiatives.

With a profound understanding of the unique challenges faced by indigenous communities,
our commission advocates for inclusive approaches that empower youth to drive positive
change.

Under my leadership, the Commission champions initiatives that harness the innovative spirit
and determination of young people, ensuring their voices are heard and their contributions
valued on the global stage.
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Through, today's event | endeavors to create a platform where youth can exchange ideas,
share best practices, and forge partnerships to advance the SDGs, leaving a lasting impact on
both local communities and the world at large.

Also, as we reflect on Dr. Ambedkar's tireless advocacy for social justice, we are reminded of
the importance of empowering marginalized communities to assert their rights and reclaim
their dignity.

In much the same way, Indigenous youth are leading the charge in demanding recognition,
respect, and autonomy for their communities, challenging the status quo and advocating for
meaningful change.

Today, we stand at a crossroads—a moment of opportunity to elevate the voices of
Indigenous youth and amplify their calls for justice and equality. It is incumbent upon us to
listen, to learn, and to act in solidarity with Indigenous communities as they strive to assert
their right to self-determination and chart their own course towards a sustainable future.

In closing, let us draw inspiration from the enduring legacy of UN charter and the
unwavering determination of Indigenous youth to create a world that is inclusive, equitable,
and just.

Let us commit ourselves to the pursuit of social justice and human rights for all, guided by
the timeless principles of equality and dignity.

Thank you.
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Indigenous Nationalities Commission

Nepal

A brief report;

presented in 23rd Session of The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues — UNPFII
(15 to 26 April 2024), UN Headquarters, New York;

on the topic,

“Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) in Upper Arun Hydro - Electric Project, Nepal.”

Back Grounds

e FPIC centers on obtaining consent from indigenous peoples for any activities undertaken on
their land.

e Government should start prior consultation and obtain their consent from the indigenous
peoples before any programs or activities are launched on their land or use their natural
resources.

e The concept of FPIC arise from the Right to Self Determination. It is mentioned in
“Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989” (no.169) of ILO. The words Free, Prior
and Informed Consent - FPIC are clearly stated in the article 10 of The United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 2007.

e Now, FPIC is supposed to be the main tool to safeguard the rights of the Indigenous Peoples
worldwide.

FPIC in Upper Arun Hydro - Electric Project, Nepal

e IN Nepal, Upper Arun Hydro-Electric Project, World Bank funded mega project of 1061 MW,
has introduced FPIC concept systematically in Bhotkhola Rural Municipality of
Sankhuwasabha District, Nepal.

e 11 December 2022 is the date that the three parties — Bhotkhola Rural Municipality, Upper
Arun Hydro Electric Company and the Indigenous Peoples Advisory Council of Bhotkhola RM,
signed the agreement to launch different projects, in accordance with the concept of FPIC,
for the protection of the Rights and promotion of the wellbeing of the deprived and affected
Indigenous People of some 22 villages of the Bhotkhola RM.

e The Upper Arun Hydro-Electric Project has allocated the budget of 55,00,00,000 NRs. (About
41,00,000 USD) for the activities that are aimed to safeguard rights and wellbeing of
Indigenous Peoples and to uplift their life standards.

e Indigenous Peoples Advisory Council; containing 158 members from 22 different villages,
affected by the project; has been formed. The Advisory Council has started its functioning in
accordance with the concept of FPIC and other national or international laws.
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Concern of Indigenous Nationalities Commission

e Indigenous Nationalities Commission is entitled to review, monitor, and evaluate the
programs and activities, conducted by the Government of Nepal or any other organizations,
for the protection of the Rights and empowerment of Indigenous Peoples of Nepal.

e The Commission has acknowledged and appreciated the effort, undertaken by Upper Arun
Hydro -Electric Project and the World Bank, to introduce the concept of FPIC to safeguard
the rights of the Indigenous Peoples of Bhotkhola RM.

e Chief District Officer — CDO, of Sankhuwasabha; government’s representative in respective
District; facilitated to introduce FPIC in Bhotkhola RM in 2022. As the chief of the Land
acquisition Committee, CDO played very crucial and positive role in counselling and
compensating the indigenous people while acquiring their traditional land for the use of
Upper Arun Hydro- Electric Project. | personally feel very fortunate to receive appreciation
by local Indigenous People of Bhotkhola RM and the Upper Arun Hydroelectric Project for
my contribution as the CDO at that time in Sankhuwasabha.

e Indigenous Nationalities Commission feels very pleased to share this successful example of
FPIC in Upper Arun Hydro Electric Project, and inspires, to replicate in other projects to
ensure that the project safeguards the rights of Indigenous People.

e The Commission, now, has made policy recommendation to the Government of Nepal to
direct all development Projects; affecting the livelihood of the Indigenous Peoples; launch
FPIC mandatorily.

e The Indigenous Nationalities Commission Nepal would like to extend its appreciation to the
UNPFII for the opportunity to share the successful FPIC example of Upper Arun Hydro
Electric Project, in this great international forum. Thank You.

Presented by,
NURAHARI KHATIWADA

Secretary, Indigenous Nationalities Commission, Nepal

Date: 16 April 2024, UN Headquarters, New York, USA.
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